164.   LETTER TO D. HANUMANTRAO
POST ANDHERI,
March 16, 1924
MY DEAR  HANUMANTRAO,
I have your long but welcome letter. You need not apolo-
gize henceforth for the length of your letters because you never
write idly. The only way for those of us who, living in isolated,
unprotected places, rely for protection upon God's grace and not
upon force of arms, is to have as few valuables as possible whether
in the shape of money or otherwise, and to cultivate fellowship
even with the roughest element surrounding us. That is what is
being attempted at Sabarmati.
I appreciate your suggestion regarding the founding of an
Ashram'like the Sabarmati one in the different Provinces of India.
I would like to do so, but they cannot be founded for the mere
wish. We need the proper stamp of men and I have no knowledge
of them. You have established one and you realize the difficulty
of carrying it on. There is another at Wardha, as you know,
conducted by Vinoba, whom you know. It came into being be-
cause a Vinoba was found. There is another near Andheri, because
a Keshavrao Deshpande has been found. All the four are struggl-
ing. Such Ashrams are an organic growth and they will come
into being in their own time, but I like the centre of your sugges-
tion, namely, that I should remain at the Sabarmati Ashram and
endeavour to make it perfect. I would love to do it. The external
political activity is not of my seeking. I therefore cannot give it
up of my will. If God desires that I should develop the Ashram
by being in it, He will make my way clear. If it is a real orga-
nic growth, I know that it will continue to make progress whether
I am in it or outside. After all, if any such institution has to de-
pend merely upon one man's existence on earth, it has to perish
with him, but if it is to be of a permanent character, it must de-
pend for its existence upon its own independence and internal
vitality. Nor need we be impatient about their progress or success.
It is sufficient if we do the best according to our lights and leave
the rest to Him who disposes of everything. I think you have
done well in not taking upon your shoulders the grave responsi-
bility of taking young w^men in the Ashram so long as you have
no woman worker who can stand on her own and who can be-